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Rep. Kind Signs on to Support RUS Loan Bill

Congressman Ron Kind (D-Wisconsin) has signed on as a co-sponsor
of the Flexible Financing for Rural America Act, making good on a
promise to the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA).
Kind has been working with WECA to ensure Wisconsin’s electric
cooperatives are represented in federal coronavirus response initiatives.
The District 3 representative is the first of the Wisconsin delegation to
officially sign on in support.

The bipartisan proposal would allow electric co-ops and rural telecom
providers to take advantage of lower interest rates for RUS loans, a
move that could save participating co-ops $2 millions each, on average.
The legislation does away with an antiquated rule that penalizes
borrowers for early payoffs, preventing them from the option to refinance
debt at current rates. The current 20-year U.S. Treasury interest rate is

1.17%. The rates that co-ops are paying varies, but some co-ops are paying rates of more than 5%.

The bill was introduced in the Senate on July 2 by John Hoeven (R-North Dakota), Tina Smith (D-
Minnesota), John Boozman (R-Arizona), and Kyrsten Sinema (D-Arizona). U.S. Representatives Vicky
Hartzler (R-Missouri) and Tom O’Halleran (D-Arizona) introduced companion legislation in the House. In
total 19 representatives have signed on to support the house bill, and six senators are in support of the
senate bill.

Congressional leaders and the Trump administration are now negotiating over what will be included in
the final coronavirus relief package, including unemployment benefits, a tax cut, aid to states, money for
virus testing and more. NRECA and co-op leaders are pushing lawmakers to include the Flexible
Financing for Rural America Act in the latest package.

Wisconsin PSC Extends Moratorium on Residential Disconnects
PSC Chairperson: “It’s not about ability to pay”

Two days before investor-owned utilities would have started disconnecting service to customers for non-
payment for the first time since October, the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) decided to
extend the moratorium again, due to the state of the pandemic. Commissioners voted 2–1 yesterday to
extend the moratorium on utility disconnections for residential customers until September 1. The
moratorium, which by statute runs from November 1 through April 15, was previously extended to July 25.

Commissioner Tyler Huebner, who was recently appointed to the commission, argued to extend the
moratorium until October 1. “If anyone lost their life because their utilities were disconnected, we just
can’t, in my opinion, I’m not going to vote to do that,” Huebner said. “We have to be responsive to the
public health emergency and we have to see how it’s going to play out.”

The dissenting commissioner, Ellen Nowak, argued that while Covid-19 cases are up, the unemployment
rate is actually down to 8 percent in the state, meaning more people are back at work and have the ability
to pay. She argued that ending the moratorium will prompt more people to take advantage of the many
resources now available, including a 21-day extension for those directly affected by Covid-19.

“But if we say to everyone that—you can just stop paying your bill, for any reason—that’s applying a
broad solution to a lot of people that don’t need it, and it’s only hurting the very people that we are trying
to help,” Novak said. “It’s kicking the can down the road, and it’s building in a larger rate increase for
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later, so I think the best thing that we can do, we have a lot of state assistance programs that have not
been fully utilized by people, so if you need help paying your utility bill, there are resources there. There
are state resources, there are county resources to help, and the utilities are being extremely flexible. The
targeted solutions that we’ve come up with will help us through this.”

But PSC Chairperson Rebecca Valcq disagreed. “For me, when I look at this, it’s not about the ability to
pay. Yes, unemployment numbers are trending in the right direction now, but this is not about ability to
pay,” she said. “For me, this is us as an agency telling residents to go out and congregate and go to a
different house or find someplace cool or someplace to access the internet, and that flies in the face of
public health advice.”

The extension of the moratorium applies to residential customers, but not commercial industrial
customers.

Wisconsin’s electric cooperatives are not regulated by the PSC, but voluntarily complied with the
extension of the moratorium while the Safer at Home Order was in effect.

Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative Hosts 83rd Annual Meeting

Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative held its
83rd annual meeting, which was originally
scheduled to take place in March, on July 10 at
the co-op’s headquarters in Cornell.

Members re-elected incumbents Clyde Shipman
(District 3) and Deone Goettl (District 5).

The co-op held prize drawings throughout the
meeting. Prizes included a smart TV, gift
certificates to local supper clubs, gift certificates
for account credits, and Samsung tablets.

Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative Board Chair
John Petska addresses members at the 83rd annual meeting

FERC Finalizes PURPA Overhaul
Federal regulators issued a final order affecting how the growth of small-scale solar is implemented. The
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) voted 3–1 to finalize its updates to the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act (PURPA), in what the majority call an effort to preserve competition and give
states more flexibility by amending an outdated federal law first implemented more than 40 years ago.

Changes include allowing states to set the rates paid to qualifying facilities (QFs) at a variable wholesale
rate rather than a fixed cost, reducing the size of a project that is subject to such rates from 20 MW to 5
MW, and modifying the one-mile rule to prevent aggregation, among other things.

Supporters of solar are disappointed with the ruling, saying it could hurt the ability of small solar projects
to secure the financing they need. Utility groups said the changes will protect members and customers
from paying excess costs to make up for the utility paying the QFs. Utilities have long claimed the act
unfairly benefits solar developers, while leaving customers on the hook to pay higher rates than
necessary.

FERC Chair Neil Chatterjee disputed assertions that the order would negatively impact the renewable
energy industry.

"I am not at all concerned. The renewable energy industry is thriving throughout this country," he told
reporters. "Also, regardless of what you think of PURPA and this final rule, most of the renewable energy
projects developed these days are done outside of PURPA. That to me is total proof that renewables can
compete in our markets. And I do not expect that to change."

PURPA was enacted four decades ago as part of a package intended to reduce the nation’s dependence
on conventional fossil fuels and to generate electricity by encouraging development of alternative
generation by qualifying facilities (QFs), but it also imposed limits, including mandatory purchase rates for
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QF output, which cannot exceed the purchasing utility’s avoided cost even if the QF cost might be higher.

The final rule grants states flexibility to allow QFs to have a fixed energy rate and provide such state-
authorized fixed energy rates to be based on projected energy prices during the term of a QF’s contract
based on anticipated dates of delivery.

PURPA had previously required investor-owned electric companies, public power utilities, and electric
cooperatives to purchase energy from QFs at prices that often exceeded the market.

Jim Matheson, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO, called FERC’s decision a pivotal
step toward enabling electric cooperatives to continue developing renewable resources as they focus on
their consumer-members instead of an outdated policy.

“I applaud FERC for taking this action which rightfully prioritizes innovation, affordability and reliability,”
Matheson said. “The commission has struck the right balance between supporting alternative energy
development and acknowledging the importance of flexible implementation by state and local regulatory
authorities.”

COVID-19 Watch: Far from Over

It’s now been more than four months since the initial Safer at Home
requirements were issued due to the coronavirus pandemic, and the
Wisconsin Department of Health reports numbers of newly reported cases are
higher than ever, with new case numbers topping 1,100 on Wednesday alone.
Wisconsin is not seeing a mirrored spike in the number of Covid-19-related
deaths, however. In recent weeks, there have been seven days with no
deaths reported at all.

Governor Tony Evers declined to call for a statewide mask requirement but is
urging counties and other local municipalities to issue their own restrictions.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.
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Vaccine Progress

There is hope on the horizon. On Wednesday the Trump Administration announced a $1.95 billion
advance order for 100 million doses of a promising vaccine candidate by Pfizer and Germany-based
BioNTech, that could be available by the end of the year.

Ohio Lawmaker, GOP Colleagues Charged in Energy Bailout Bill
Bribery Scheme

In what some are calling the largest bribery scheme in state history, Ohio House Speaker Larry
Householder and four other men are accused of taking $60 million in exchange for pushing through a
controversial energy bailout bill that cost state taxpayers more than $1 billion. Also charged with
conspiracy to participate in racketeering are Householder’s political strategist and three lobbyists,
including a former Ohio GOP chairman.

According to the complaint, the men schemed to funnel money from a utility into a non-profit political
action committee called Generation Now, which received $250,000 quarterly payments beginning in
March of 2017. The money was used to fund the campaigns of 21 lawmakers who supported
Householder in his quest to become House speaker. As speaker, Householder then championed the
highly controversial House Bill 6, which delivered a $1.5 billion bailout to utility companies.

Ohio Valley Electric Corp. and FirstEnergy Solutions, now known as Harbor Energy, received the bailout
money which was funded by a direct surcharge on Ohio customer bills. The utilities claimed they needed
the money to bail out two nuclear power plants, two coal plants, and six existing solar plants, which were
losing money.

Householder was also the vice chairman of the Ohio Joint Legislative Ethics Committee, which oversees
lobbying activities, legislators’ financial disclosures, and general legislative ethics. He now faces up to 20
years in prison and $250,000 in fines.

License to Live: Educational Campaign Launches in August
A group of representatives from Wisconsin electric cooperatives, along
with WECA and Safe Electricity, are launching an educational campaign
aimed at making sure drivers know what to do if they are in a crash that
involves power lines or other electrical equipment. “License to Live”
includes an educational video and other instructional materials and was
funded by the Federated Rural Electric Insurance Exchange.

The idea was sparked by Carol Blaken, member relations manager at
Jackson Electric Cooperative, after she witnessed a crash in which a
young teen driver had a very close call after hitting a utility pole. She
approached Benjamin Bella, safety & compliance coordinator for a group
of four western Wisconsin electric cooperatives, who organized a group
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of representatives from Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative, Eau
Claire Energy Cooperative, Jackson Electric Cooperative, Oakdale
Electric Cooperative, and Riverland Energy Cooperative, and the
“License to Live” campaign was born.

The “License to Live” campaign is aimed at making sure people know
exactly what to do when your car comes into contact with a utility pole or
wire, including:
STAY in your vehicle and call 911
ONLY get out of the vehicle if it is on fire
IF you must get out, jump from the vehicle with both feet together, and
shuffle your feet on the ground as you move away from the scene
ALWAYS assume all wires and equipment are electrified

Find out more about the campaign, how it was created, and where to see
the video in the August edition of Wisconsin Electric Cooperative News.

The story will be available on the website after August 1.

Alliant Energy Commits to Carbon-Neutral Energy by 2050

Alliant Energy this week announced it will close all its remaining coal plants by 2040, and deliver carbon-
neutral electricity by 2050. The plant closures will come 10 years sooner than the company previously
stated.

The goal applies only to Alliant’s electricity generation. The company has no plans to stop distributing
natural gas for heating. Alliant is also working to be the largest solar energy generator in Wisconsin and
says it’s on track to cut its 2005 carbon emissions in half by 2030.

Alliant announced plans in May to close its 400-megawatt Edgewater plant in Sheboygan by the end of
2022 but has not provided a date for the shutdown of the jointly owned 1,100-megawatt Columbia Energy
Center near Portage, which received about $1 billion worth of pollution-control upgrades in the past
decade.

Alliant recently applied for approval of a $900 million investment in six solar farms across the state with a
total capacity of 675 megawatts. The company plans to apply next year for permission to add up to 325
additional megawatts.

Environmentalist groups argued the company’s goal is still not aggressive enough.

Alliant is the 15th U.S. investor-owned utility to set a net-zero target, according to the Natural Resources
Defense Council, joining Madison Gas and Electric, which announced a similar goal last year.

OPINION: Biden’s Climate Change Plan is All About the Green

When presidential-hopeful Joe Biden released his $2 TRILLION climate change plan recently, he 
talked less about “the science” and more about “the green.”
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Under the plan, Biden commits to eliminate carbon emissions from the production of electricity by 2035. 
Biden’s proposal also includes an effort to address racial injustice, by allocating 40 percent of all 
proposed clean-energy and infrastructure benefits to disadvantaged communities.

As Wall Street Journal columnist Holman Jenkins, Jr. points out, the most quoted line from Biden’s 
speech was, “When Donald Trump thinks about climate change, the only word he can muster is ‘hoax,’ 
When I think about climate change, the word I think of is ‘jobs.’ ”

Trump has, repeatedly, denounced global warming caused by emissions as “a hoax” fueled by greed. In 
short, a capitalist agenda dressed up as an environmental cause, and looking to spend taxpayer dollars, 
and a lot of them.

Jenkins says the spending in Biden’s proposal is what has climate change activists salivating. He writes, 
That’s why greens climbed aboard despite its defense of nuclear, its call for carbon capture (which would 
keep oil, gas and coal in business), its refusal to denounce fracking. Mr. Biden promises to spend $2 
trillion over four years. That’s all they needed to hear…

…Mr. Biden’s plan “connects tackling climate change with the economic recovery from the coronavirus 
crisis, while also addressing racism,” writes the New York Times.

Uh huh. Serious problems deserve to be treated seriously. If your surgeon told you he was going to 
address racism and the economy along with your coronary blockage, you would get off the table and run 
away…

While ignoring the climate change arguments often referred to as “the science,” Biden did make repeated 
promises to throw green money at green jobs. Biden was borderline euphoric in his promise to create 4 
million jobs by implementing a transformation to a “green energy” industry (measured change is already 
in process, by the way, due to smart business decisions made by utility leaders not lured by taxpayer-
funded government candy).

Biden’s talking points are smart, actually. Everyone loves jobs, especially now, when people are clinging 
to hope of a speedy economic recovery that we need sooner, rather than later. And it’s not just hope; it’s 
expectation, as evidenced by an increase in home sales and new home construction even as the national 
unemployment rate sits above 10 percent, and the pandemic retains its grip on the nation.

But here’s the problem. Government-funded jobs do not drive the economy, and “new” (often temporary) 
green jobs are not additional jobs, as they come at the cost of jobs in other areas of the energy sector. 
When coal plants are shuttered, hundreds of employees are often left in the lurch. This should not be the 
deciding factor driving the future of the industry, just as the thin promise of “green jobs” should not be the 
focus driving policy, and certainly not at the expense of taxpayers.

Jenkins summarized that, “Overnight, the Democratic focus went from climate policy to climate pork.”

— Julie Lund

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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